LATEST NEWS FROM POPULAR UPRISING 

IN OCCUPIED WESTERN SAHARA 

upto 4 October 2005


Arrestaties onder Saharaanse studenten op campus van uni Casablanca

Op 3 oktober 2005, in de avond, zijn werknemers van de campus en Marokkaanse studenten, onder aanvoering van de rector, de kamers binnengevallen van Saharaanse studenten; hun kamers werden vernield en in minstens twee kamers werd brand gesticht. De 45 studenten zitten (op 4 oktober) nog altijd vast in het politiebureau “Dar Elhamra” in Casablanca, onder mensonterende omstandigheden. Ze zitten opgepropt in een smerige en stinkende kamer, op de kale grond. Als voorwaarde voor hun vrijlating eist de politie van elke student dat deze “op zijn erewoord verklaart nooit meer enige daad van vandalisme (!!!) te plegen”.

Deze zelfde studenten waren afgelopen jaar ook slachtoffer van vandalisme van de kant van de universiteitsleiding. Hoewel toen een klacht is ingediend door hen bij de Procureur-generaal van het gerechtshof van Casablance, is geen enkel onderzoek ingesteld.

Familie mensenrechtenactivist bedreigd

Op 30 september, om 24.00 uur, heeft een groep van 17 Marokkaanse agenten en paramilitairen een inval gedaan in El Ayoun bij familie van de Saharaanse mensenrechtenactivist Salek Bazeid. De groep stond onder leiding van de bekende beul Ichi Bouhassane. Zij bedreigden de familie in een poging achter de huidige verblijfplaats te komen van Salek Bazeid. Deze was in het verleden al slachtoffer van marteling.

The Moroccan authorities  make a law suit against the Black Prison photo-takers
 
Against every person’s right to unveil any violation of human rights, and after the launching of the disgraceful photos of the Black prison in El Ayun, the Moroccan authorities make a lawsuit against the Sahrawi prisoner, Ettanjawi Yahdih, prison number 25803 who is going to be presented to court tomorrow September 29, 2005, and Boulemaaiz Mohamed, prison number 26075 who is going to be presented to court on October 06, 2005.

Both prisoners as well as Mohamed Lamine Sbaai were accused by the prison administration and the general attorney of displaying the disgraceful photos of the Black Prison on the internet.

[See the embarrassing photos by clicking this link]
Lehcen Zraiguinat presented to court on September 28, 2005 in El Ayun, Western Sahara
 
On Wednesday, September 28, 2005, the political prisoner, Lehcen Zraiguinat, prison 26 126, was presented to court in El Ayun after being released on parole on September 14, 2005; an attempt to get rid of his treatment expenses and the responsibility of his possible death in prison. 

The court president ordered that the trial should be delayed until October 26, 2005, but the political prisoner, Lehcen Zraiguinat, refused the delay saying that he has to be tried and his accusation should be specified. At first, he was arrested in Fouù Elouad and charged of attempting to assassinate the Wali of El Ayun. Then, he was accused of destroying the public belongings while being interrogated by the judicial police centers. The court president finally decided to delay the trial until October 26, 2005. 

A group of common law prisoners were released while another group were deported to the prison of Ait Melloul
 
On September 27, 2005, the prison administration in El Ayun released a group of 28 common law prisoners, among them one woman, while 72 prisoners were deported to Ait Melloul, Morocco in order to reduce the international pressure exerted on the Moroccan state by the Moroccan and international human rights organisations and the daily appeals calling for the release of all the Sahrawi political prisoners who are going on a hunger strike since August 08, 2005.

The condemnation statements and the latest disgraceful photos of the Black Prison who was renamed Abou Gherib  of the Western Sahara, also put a lot of pressure on Morocco to take these measures.

The trial of some Sahrawi university students on October 04, 2005
 
 On October 04, 2005 two Sahrawi university students, who were released on parole after their arrest in Marrakesh on May 31, 2005 during demonstrations and sit-ins organised by the Sahrawi students at Moroccan universities calling for the Sahrawi people’s right to self-determination and independence will be persecuted by the court. The peaceful demonstrations also called for stopping the campaign of arrests &and torture against the Sahrawis since the beginning of the intifada of independence.

Both students are from Smara, Western Sahara; The first one is called Baiba Moulay Abba, prison number 78480 and was born in Smara; the second is called Mahmoud Abbah, prison number 78479, and was born in 1982 in Smara. They both study at AlQadi Aayad University in Marrakesh.

 

A Big demonstration in Assa calling for the release of the Sahrawi political prisoners and the Sahrawi people’s right to self-determination

Assa, 26 september 2005. Op het spandoek staat te lezen: “De bevolking van Assa eist de onvoorwaardelijke en onmiddellijke vrijlating van alle Saharaanse politieke gevangenen”.
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On Monday, September 26, 2005, at about 18:00 GMT a big protest demonstration was organized by the Sahrawi citizens in Assa, south Morocco. It  started at Mohamed Elmoutaoikil street through the main streets of the town, calling for the immediate release of the Sahrawi political prisoners in the Moroccan jail and also for the Sahrawi people’s right to self-determination and independence.

Hundreds of Sahrawi citizens participated in the demonstration, mainly public service employees, schools and university students, the prisoners’ families, the unemployed and women. They held the political prisoners’ photos and chanted slogans calling the Moroccan state to stop the suffering of the prisoners whose health has deteriorated seriously, and called for the Sahrawi people’s right to self-determination.  

This peaceful demonstration paralyzed the town as all the shops closed; a solidarity sign with the Sahrawi political prisoners. 

The four HR activists in Oukasha prison, Casablanca are in serious health state
On Friday, September 23, 2005, the Sahrawi political prisoner and HR activist lost consciousness because of the unlimited hunger strike they are going on for 46 days already. He was taken by his friends on a wheelchair to a clinic in the prison. This created an unusual movement among the prison employees. The doctor injected him, but that was not efficient.

Lidri Elhoucine did not recover consciousness until the next Sunday when his friends gave him some traditional medicines.

The activists’ families, who visited them on Monday, expressed their anxiety concerning their dangerous health state and fear that a misery might happen if the hunger strike continues. The activists became extremely thin, and they now suffer from some illnesses such as intestines troubles, shortsightedness and the paralysis of some body parts.

The Sahrawi political prisoners’ suffering continues

Today, September 26, 2005, is the 50th day of the unlimited hunger strike that the Sahrawi political prisoners are still going on in protest against the inhuman conditions they live in and the mistreatment they are subjected to by the Moroccan prisons administration.

This morning, Sidi Mohamed Aalouat and Mohamed Tahlil’s health deteriorated very seriously, but the prison director refused to take them to hospital unless they break their hunger strike.

Aalouat, a handicapped prisoner, asked the prison director to take him to hospital, but the latter replied him by a clap on the face. The fellow prisoners were very angry at this act. 

At about 12:00, he was taken to hospital where he underwent some medical treatment which showed some skin illnesses. 

Tahlil Mohamed was taken to a hospital specialised in eye illnesses in Smara Street. His eyes are infected.

Both Tahlil and Aalouat were returned back to prison at about 13:00. 

On the same day, Amidan Elouali was taken back to the Black Prison  from Belmehdi hospital where he underwent an abdominal surgical operation due to the hunger strike.

The news coming from Belmehdi hospital in El Ayun says that the political prisoner, Ndour Elhoucine’s health is still deteriorating. He suffers from infection on his right hand, which may have to be amputated, because of the savage torture he was subjected to.

More suffering in the Black Prison

On September 26, 2005, at about 11:00 GMT, the Sahrawi political prisoners Hassanna Elmakki and Badda Alamine, were taken to Belmehdi hospital in a serious health state. They were examined by the hospital doctors who proved that Elmakki is suffering from serious pain in the digestive apparatus while the other’s ear is dangerously infected. They were returned back to the Black Prison at about 14:00.

On the same day, the political prisoner Hassanna Elhairach was also transported to Belmehdi hospital at about 18:30 as he also suffers from an infection in his ear because of the torture he was subjected to during the the interrogation by the Moroccan secret apparatus. He was taken back to the Black Prison at about 17:00.

The Moroccan state is still refusing to fulfil the Sahrawi political prisoners’ demands, who have been going on an unlimited hunger strike since August 08, 2005.
